SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
formed a "proletariat" with historico-revolutionary
implications.   According to Professor Toynbee, a
"proletariat"   is  a   section  of a   community   that
belongs to it only by force or by unwilling consent. It
does the "dirty work" without contributing to the
cultural or other explicit expression of the civilisation
itself. Roman civilisation means, essentially, the body
of ideas and institutions, the art and science of the
privileged Romans.  The vast slave population, upon
whose shoulders the entire structure rested, was "in,"
but not "of" Roman civilisation.   The slaves were
dragged into Italy from conquered territories, or sold
to wealthy Romans by foreign traders. Their traditions
were not classical, but alien, primitive and dumb.
Significantly,  these traditions  became the original
content of Christianity, at one time a religion of works
and deeds.   The Roman slaves, therefore, were a
"proletariat" in a sense that goes beyond the Marxian
meaning.  Professor Toynbee's definition, in a foot-
note on page 41 of A Study of History, is as follows:
"The word 'proletariat' is used here and hereafter
in this study to mean any social element or group
which, in some way" (it is Marx whose main interest
is in solving the problem of how the phenomenon
occurs, namely, as the result of specific conditions of
production), "is *in* but not *of * any given society at
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